
Art
 Lin

ks

I know how to
use different
types of paint

I can make marks
with paint.

I can use ready mixed
paint by loading it
onto a paint brush.

I can dip a paint brush
in water to clean when
changing ready mixed
paint colours using a
sponge for excess

water

Can mix
colours

I can use water
colour blocks by

dipping a paint brush
in the water and

then onto the water
colour block

I can name the
primary colours that

I paint with

I can name
secondary colours
that I paint with

I can mix primary
colours to make

secondary colours
(green, orange, purple,

brown)

I can add white or
black paint to alter

tint or shade

Can use tools 
to paint

I can paint using
a thick paint

brush

I can paint using
a thin paint

brush to add fine
details

I can hold a
paintbrush in the
palm of my hand

= N1

Key

= N2

= Reception

KS1 links
Hold the brush effectively,

according to size of brush handle 
Load paint onto bristles of brush, rinse brush and remove excess water

Change water for clean water when needed
Select different brush sizes and use directional brush strokes appropriately

Know primary colours and know and mix secondary colours
 Mix and match colours to paint pictures of observed objects 

· Make marks in print with a variety of objects/tools, incl. natural and
made objects e.g. fruit, vegetables, sponges

· Make my own printing blocks eg: string patterns or plastercine shapes.
· Apply ink or paint to /a printing block/stamp evenly and know when to

reload paint
· Make rubbings

Build a repeating pattern and recognise pattern in the environment
Begin to use different techniques/materials, e.g. weaving, finger

knitting, fabric crayons, sewing and binca
 Know how to thread a needle, cut, glue and trim material

·Use glue to join fabrics.

EYFS Expressive Art & Design Progress Model

Pai
nt

in
g

I can use my

hands to pat,

squeeze, or poke

paint.

I can use powder
paint by mixing

powder paint with
water to create the
correct consistency

I can mix colours to
colour match to a
specific colour and

shade

I enjoy using
hands, feet and
fingers to paint

I use a
paintbrush using

a tripod grip

I can independently
select additional tools
(stamps, rollers etc) to
improve their painting

Can print

I can print with large
blocks and larger
sponges or with

resources that use
gross motor skills 

I can print with
small blocks, small

sponges, fruit, shapes
and other resources
that use fine motor

skills

I can create patterns
or meaningful pictures

when printing

Pri
nt

in
g

Can weave
I can thread large

objects onto a string
to create a design

I can weave large
pieces of fabric or
string through holes
(gross motor skills) to

create a design

I can weave small
pieces of fabric or
string through holes
(fine motor skills) to

create a design

I can talk about my
pattern or design
that I created by

weavingTex
til

es



Art
 Lin

ks

Can draw a
range of lines
and shapes

I can hold and use
drawing tools with

some control to make
marks

I can draw straight
lines, curved lines,
crosses and dots

I can draw
circles and
squares 

Can draw
people

I can draw
triangles and

diamonds

I can draw simple
shapes with crayons,
chalk or paint and
give meaning to my

marks.

I can draw a potato
person (just a head
and stick legs- no

body or neck)

I can draw faces
with features
such as eyes,
nose, mouth

I can draw bodies
with more detail eg
arms, trunk, legs,

fingers

Can draw
objects, buildings
and landscapes

I can draw
representations of

objects, buildings and
landscapes from memory

with increasing detail

I can draw accurate
representations of

objects, buildings and
landscapes from

observation 

= N1

Key

= N2

= Reception

KS1 links
Use basic shapes, lines (see above) and colours to draw observed things

Use a variety of tools, (pencils, rubbers, crayons, pastels and chalk) to create
drawings 

Draw lines of different shapes, sizes and thickness

Describe the shapes and patterns seen in work

Colour own work, following the lines carefully

EYFS Expressive Art & Design Progress Model

Dra
win

g
I can make

marks with

chunky crayons

or chalk.

I can draw lines
of different

sizes

I can draw a portrait
with more detail eg
ears, hair, glasses

I can draw simple
representations
of objects from

observation

Can use
colour in
drawings

I can select colours
for a purpose

Can talk about
what they have

drawn

I can ascribe a
simple meaning to
the marks that I
have made eg

“Mummy”

I decide before I make
marks what I am
going to draw 

I draw spontaneously
and begin to show my

own background,
interests and

experiences by talking
about my drawings

I can draw lines
of different
thickness

I can draw a detailed
portrait where
features are in

proportion

I can draw a portrait
of bodies of

appropriate sizes eg
family

I can draw simple
shapes with crayons,
chalk or paint and
give meaning to my

marks.

I can name the
primary colours that

I draw with

I can name the
secondary colours
that I draw with

I can select the
correct colour of

paper linked to what I
am drawing

I can alter colour to
meet the desired

effect eg with chalk

I can ascribe a more
detailed meaning to
the marks that I

have made eg “This is
Mummy’s long hair”



Art
 Lin

ks

Can create
a collage

I can stick pre cut
materials to create a

collage 

I can create a
collage using

different materials
(paper, tissue paper,

glitter…)

Can use
vocabulary linked

to collage

= N1

Key

= N2

= Reception

KS1 links
·Draw simple shapes and cut around the lines and corners 

·Cut and tear basic shapes without a pre-drawn outline
 Create images by sorting and arranging materials, from imagination,

experience or observation
·Experiment with different collage materials e.g. paper, tissue, card, textiles

·
Use paste,

glue and other adhesives without waste
·Form simple 3D shapes and use tools to attempt joining objects together

·Explore shape and form
·Use dough and plasticine as malleable media materials

·
Use squeezing, pinching, rolling, cutting and kneading to model and shape

materials
 Experiment with, construct and join recycled, natural and man-made

materials

EYFS Expressive Art & Design Progress Model

Col
lag

e

I can use the
language hard

and soft 

Can printScu
lpt

ure Can manipuilate
malleable
materials

I can rip/ cut my
own materials to
create a collage

I can create a collage
using a wider range
of materials (paper,

tissue paper, felt, foil,
stickers, glitter…)

I can use the
language smooth

and bumpy

I can use the
language bendy

and ridgid

I can squeeze and
shape playdough
with my hands.

I can use cutters
to manipulate

playdough

I can roll, cut,
squash, pinch and
twist playdough

I can make marks
in playdough using
my hands and tools

I can manipulate
different malleable

materials- salt dough,
clay, plastercine

I can manipulate
malleable materials to
look like something

recognisable

I can create a collage
to look like something

recognisable

Selects the
correct tools

I know that I need to
create my art on

paper, blackboards or
the easel and not the

walls

I can choose paper
from a wide selection

and of which is
appropriate to the task
(black paint on white
paper, white paint on

black…)

I can choose a
piece of paper

from a selection of
2 or 3 colours

I can independently
collect the tools I need

and clean and tidy
them away

I can use cutters
to manipulate

playdough

In
dep

en
den

ce

Evaluates their
art

I can take one piece
of paper from a pile

I can begin to self-
correct any mistakes
when creating my

art work

I can create
collaboratively,
sharing ideas to

develop skills
further

I can say what I like
and don’t like about
my own art work



DT 
Lin

ks

Can join
materials

I can join materials
using a glue stick
with support. 

I can join and combine
materials using a glue
stick independently

I can use glue
spreaders and

pva glue 

I can rip and
use masking

tape 

= N1

Key

= N2

= Reception

KS1 links
Generate, develop, model, and communicate ideas through talking, drawing, templates, mock-ups, and ICT.

Design purposeful products for themselves and others based on design criteria.
Begin to consider what products are for and who will use them.

Select and use tools and equipment safely and appropriately (e.g., scissors, hole punches, glue, saws under
supervision).

Select and use materials and components based on their properties (e.g., card, fabric, wood, plastic).
Use a range of joining techniques (glue, tape, split pins, simple stitching).

Shape and assemble materials to achieve a planned effect.
Explore and evaluate a range of existing products (what works well, what could be improved).

Talk about their own products and explain what they are making.
Evaluate their product against design criteria.

EYFS Expressive Art & Design Progress Model

Des
ign

I can explore

sticking paper

or materials

with adult help.

Eva
lua

te

Can build models
with blocks and

natural resources

Can build
models with

junk materials

I can use
sellotape

independently

I can join items in a
variety of ways –

Sellotape, masking tape,
string, ribbon, treasury

tags, split pins.

I can build towers
by stacking

objects

I can build walls
to create

enclosed spaces

I can build simple
models using

walls, roofs and
towers.

I can build models
which replicate

those in real life. 

I can join simple
junk materials

with a glue stick  

I can join junk
materials with
pva glue and a
glue spreader

I know how to
scrunch, twist, fold,
bend and roll to
enhance my junk

models

I can join junk
materials with

masking tape or
sellotape

I know how to secure
junk materials most

effectively

Can design what
I am going to

make

Ma
ke

I explore how
things work
through play

I begin to make
simple choice in
the resources

that I use

I can plan which
resources I am
going to use for

a purpose 

I can talk about
the steps I am

going to follow to
make something 

Can design what
I am going to

make

I show
preference for

certain materials
or objects

I talk about what
I like or don’t like

about what I
have made

I look at other models
and compare to my own

and talk about how I
could improve what I

have made 

I can evaluate my
creation against it’s
purpose, eg do the

wheels roll?



DT 
Lin

ks

Prepares and
cooks food

I use spoons, cups, or
small tools to stir,
pour and scoop
ingredients with

support

I am able to
prepare some
foods such as

cutting soft foods
and spreading

I am able to
follow simple
instructions

from an adult

I am able to
follow a

simple recipe

= N1

Key

= N2

= Reception

KS1 links
Understand how simple mechanisms work (wheels and axles, sliders, levers).

Use knowledge of materials and construction to make stable structures.
Explore basic concepts of movement in products (e.g., spinning, sliding,

pushing, pulling).
Use a range of materials to join fabrics together (glue, stitching, tying).

Understand how to shape, cut, and assemble textiles to create simple
products.

Begin to decorate textiles for a purpose.
Understand where food comes from (farm, shop, garden).

Follow simple safe preparation techniques (washing, spreading, mixing,
cutting soft fruit).

Understand basic hygiene rules when handling food.
Taste and evaluate a range of foods.

EYFS Expressive Art & Design Progress Model

Tex
til

es

Imitates

preparing/

cooking food in

play

Explores different
foods

Know about the
importance of

hygeine

I am beginning
to be able to
evaluate foods
I have made

I try different
food and explore
them using my

senses

I can talk about
the foods that I
like and dislike

I begin to be able
to describe foods
each sweet, salty,

sour

I can talk about
where different
foods come from

I can wash and
dry my hands
with support

I know that we need
to wash fruit and
vegetables before

preparing

I can sew a running
stitch into pre- hole
punched material
using a needle

Can sew

Foo
d a

nd
 Nu

tri
tio

n
I explore textures

of different
fabrics

I can weave large
pieces of fabric or
string through holes
(gross motor skills) 

I can weave small
pieces of fabric or
string through holes
(fine motor skills) 

I can wash and dry my
hands independently
and know that we do
this before touching

food

I can talk about
why we need to
wash our hands
before touching

food

I recognise
healthy and

unhealthy foods

Tec
hn

ica
l K

no
wle

dge

Develops
technical
knowledge

I push and
pull objects

I experiment
with balancing

and joining

I explore simple
moving parts eg

wheels and
levers

I am able to
build more stable

structures

I can explore

how blocks can

be stacked

I can make
simple

mechanisms
work eg wheels



Mu
sic

 Lin
ks

Responds to
music

I understand emotion
through music and

can identify if music
is ‘happy’, ‘scary’ or

‘sad’

I can talk about
how music

makes me feel

Knows
about

instruments

I can talk about
the music I like

and dislike
listening to

I can pick up an
instrument and have
a go at playing it

I am beginning to be
able name some

instruments (drum,
tambourine, maraca,
triangle) and I know
how to play them

Can play a
simple beat

= N1

Key

= N2

= Reception

KS1 links
To respond to different moods in music.

To say how a piece of music makes them feel.
To say whether they like or dislike a piece of music.

To choose sounds to represent different things.
To use instruments to perform.

To make different sounds with instruments
To identify changes in sounds.

To change the sound. To repeat (short rhythmic and melodic)
patterns.

To make a sequence of sounds.
To show sounds by using pictures.

To use their voices to speak/sing/chant.
To join in with singing.

To make different sounds with their voice.
 To look at their audience when they are performing

EYFS Expressive Art & Design Progress Model

I respond to music

through movement

such as moving,

dancing, swaying,

clapping 

I am beginning to
be able to clap or

stamp to the
beat of music.

Can print

Explores
dynamics, tempo

and pitch

Begins to
create their

own
compositions

I can play
instruments to make
different sorts of
sounds eg fast/
slow/ loud/ quiet

I can name a wide variety
of instruments (previous

instruments plus castanets,
chime bars, glockenspiels,
xylophones) and know how

to play them

I can clap or
stomp along to a

simple beat
accurately (pulse)

I can play a given
instrument to a

simple beat

I can identify loud
and quiet sounds

(dynamics) and I can
make them with my

voice and body

I can identify fast
and slow sounds
(tempo) and I can

make them with my
voice and body

I can make loud
and quiet sounds
(dynamics) using

instruments

I can make fast
and slow sounds
(tempo) using
instruments

I can continue a
simple composition
in an AB pattern
eg fast, slow, fast,

slow

Can sing

I respond to changes
in music through

different movements
eg slow movements
during slow music

I can select my own
instrument and play

them in time to
music, matching the

beat. 

I can identify low
and high sounds

(pitch)

I can make high
and low sounds
(pitch) using
instruments

I can copy a simple
composition in an
AB pattern eg
fast, slow, fast,

slow

I can create a
simple composition
in an AB pattern
eg fast, slow, fast,

slow

I can continue a
composition in an

ABC or ABB
pattern eg high,

low, loud

I can copy a
composition in an

ABC or ABB
pattern eg high,

low, loud

I can create a
composition in an

ABC or ABB
pattern eg high,

low, loud

I can join in with
simple action songs
or nursery rhymes.

I can sing some of
the words in

familiar songs in a
group

I can sing in a
group, trying to

keep in time

I can sing in a
group, matching

pitch and following
melody

I can sing most of
the words in

familiar songs in a
group



Dra
ma

 (E
ng

lis
h) 

Lin
ks

Develops
storylines in
their play

I can use my own
experience to develop
storylines in my play

I can use my
experiences and learnt

stories to develop
storylines

I can use my
imagination to

develop
storylines

Uses
resources to
tell a story

I can use simple
small world resources
(farm, cars, trains,
dolls) to tell a story

I enhance small
world play with

other resources that
I add myself using
my imagination

= N1

Key

= N2

= Reception

KS1 links
Hold the brush effectively,

according to size of brush handle 
Load paint onto bristles of brush, rinse brush and remove excess water

Change water for clean water when needed
Select different brush sizes and use directional brush strokes appropriately

Know primary colours and know and mix secondary colours
 Mix and match colours to paint pictures of observed objects 

· Make marks in print with a variety of objects/tools, incl. natural and
made objects e.g. fruit, vegetables, sponges

· Make my own printing blocks eg: string patterns or plastercine shapes.
· Apply ink or paint to /a printing block/stamp evenly and know when to

reload paint
· Make rubbings

Build a repeating pattern and recognise pattern in the environment
Begin to use different techniques/materials, e.g. weaving, finger

knitting, fabric crayons, sewing and binca
 Know how to thread a needle, cut, glue and trim material

·Use glue to join fabrics.

EYFS Expressive Art & Design Progress Model

I can begin to

act out simple

stories or

experiences in

play.

Can print

Can dance to
music

Watches
dance

performance

I participate in small
world play related to
rhymes and stories

that I know

I enhance small world
play with resources
that I pretend are

something else

I am beginning to
watch

performances for
short periods of

time

I can replicate
dances and

performances

I can share likes and
dislikes about

dances/performances

PE 
Lin

ks

I respond to music

through movement

such as moving,

dancing, swaying,

clapping 

I can copy basic
actions to a dance

routine

I can learn short
dance routines,
beginning to
match pace

I respond to music

through movement

such as moving,

dancing, swaying,

clapping 

I respond to changes
in music through

different movements
eg slow movements
during slow music

I can learn longer
dance routines,
matching pace

I am able to
watch

performances for
longer periods of

time


