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Dear Families,

It is that time of year again when we are excited to welcome back our wonderful children from the
summer holidays. It has been lovely to see so many children in the Holiday club over the summer, and we
cannot wait to hear all about the exciting memories you have been making with the children. | know that
all our staff are thrilled to start a new school year and are full of enthusiasm and cannot wait to get
started.

| know for families; this time of year, can be full of questions and anxieties. | am hopeful that this letter
will answer any questions you have and ease any fears. However, if you have any questions, please just

come and speak to a member of staff and we will try to answer it.

Return Date and Breakfast Club

Y1-Y6 children return to school on Wednesday 2nd of September 2026. Classroom doors open at 8:40 am
and we request children arrive at school on time. The school day finishes at 3:10 pm.

For N1, N2 and Reception, children will be having a phased transition during the week beginning
Wednesday 2nd September 2026, to help children settle in and have the best start to school. Please see
your transition week letter sent home before the summer for dates and times that your child will attend
school during that week. If you have misplaced your letter, please contact Miss Warner on Class Dojo.

Breakfast Club is open from Wednesday and will start at 8:00 am. Mrs Telling, Mr Hobson and Mrs
Norman will run the club daily. It is free and children can have a range of hot and cold breakfast options. If
your child is in EYFS or Key Stage 1 (Years 1 and 2), families are warmly welcome to attend together. We
love welcoming parents, carers and family members into school and encouraging them to join in and play
alongside their children.

Key Stage 2 pupils (Years 3, 4, 5 and 6) are welcome to attend independently and will have access to a
wide range of sporting, creative and gaming activities throughout the session.

Uniform

At Coleridge, we are thrilled that our children wear the school uniform with pride and come to school
wearing it every day. | just want to remind all families that if your child is not wearing school uniform, we
do have spare uniform in school, and we will request that your child wears that uniform for the day. This
uniform is freshly washed and ensures that no child feels like they do not belong to our school.

If you have any worries about uniform, please come and speak with a member of the leadership team.
We also have a pre-loved uniform stand next to the main reception office. If you would like any items
from this stand, please come and help yourself.

Below are our expectations for uniform.

Our uniform comprises of a Jade Green sweatshirt or cardigan, a White polo shirt and either Black or Grey
trousers or a skirt or pinafore dress. For safety reasons we ask that children wear sensible shoes,
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not flip flops, Crocs, or shoes with a high heel. Please ensure that all items of clothing, including coats and
shoes, are clearly labelled with your child’s name.

PE Uniform

Since COVID, we have always asked children to attend school wearing their PE kit when it is their day to
participate in PE. As you all know, we always want to work with families, and we really need your support
to ensure your child follows the PE uniform policy on the days they have PE. Could you please ensure that
your child wears the correct PE uniform on their PE days. The Uniform for PE is below:

For PE activities we ask that children wear:

e A plain Coleridge Green or White t-shirt — No football shirts
e Black joggers, shorts, or leggings

e Suitable sports trainers

e Aschool jumper (please note, hoodies are not permitted)

To support families financially and to maintain a uniform appearance, branded items, including football
shirts, will not be permitted. This decision is aimed at ensuring that all children feel included and equal,
without the pressure of wearing expensive or branded clothing.

Once again, if a child fails to attend school in the correct PE uniform, we will use spare uniform in school
to ensure children follow the uniform policy.

PE days are as follows — Wednesday: Year 3 and Year 5. Thursday: N1, N2, Reception, Year 1, Year 2, Year
4 and Year 6

Attendance

As you all know, we value attendance highly at Coleridge and we want to ensure that your child receives
the best education possible. If a child’s attendance is ever below 95%, it can impact on their progress and
academic levels. As a result, we have so many rewards in school to promote positive attendance.

Over the past two years, we have seen a significant increase in families taking holidays during term time.
As you may be aware, the Department for Education introduced a new policy in August 2024. Under this

policy:

e Holiday fines have increased.
e Families could face prosecution if they take three holidays within a three-year period, subject to
specific criteria.

If you would like more information about these criteria, please speak to Mrs Telling, Mr Matterson or
Mrs Shaw.

Our Trust is committed to treating all families consistently across our schools. Therefore, if a family meets
the criteria, we will issue a fine in line with the policy. If you are planning a holiday, please complete the



usual holiday request form. This is essential so we can meet safeguarding requirements and know where
our children are at all times.

| know that you are all keen to know when our holidays are this year. Below are the holidays for the
academic year.

END OF SUMMER HOLIDAY
Back to school — Wednesday 2 September 2026

AUTUMN HALF TERM
Last day at school — Friday 16th October 2026
Back to school - Monday 2™ November 2026

CHRISTMAS
Last day at school - Friday 18th December 2026
Back to school — Monday 4th January 2027

SPRING HALF TERM
Last day at school — Friday 12th February 2027
Back to school — Tuesday 23™ February 2027

EASTER
Last day at school — Thursday 25th March 2027
Back to school - Monday 12th April 2027

SUMMER HALF TERM
Last day at school - Friday 28th May 2027
Back to school — Monday 7th June 2027

SUMMER HOLIDAY
Last day at school — Friday 23rd July 2027

We do have several INSET days planned and the dates for these will be shared in the upcoming days. We
will continue to send reminders via Arbor In-app messaging and on social media around the holidays.

Updates

Following our Family Forum and Summer Questionnaire, we have been looking closely at the areas you
asked us to work on.

Parking

One long-standing concern has been car parking on Halsbury Road. While this has been an ongoing issue,
we are pleased to see that our Walk to School reward system is making a difference, with more pupils
walking to school each day. We want to keep this momentum going by promoting the Park and Stride
initiative — parking a little further away and walking the rest of the way to school. If you do need to park
close to school, we kindly ask that you are considerate to our residents.



New WhatsApp Channel

As part of our ongoing commitment to improving communication with families, we will be launching a
Coleridge Primary School WhatsApp Channel. This channel will be used to share important updates,
reminders and essential school messages in a quick and accessible way. Parents and carers will not be
able to reply to or comment on posts through the channel, so if you need to contact the school, please
continue to do so by telephone, Arbor in-app messaging, email or X. We would like to trial this approach
to see whether WhatsApp is an effective additional way of communicating with our school community.

Please note that Arbor will remain our main communication and management system, and it will still be
used for payments, including school dinners and trips, as well as other key school information. The
WhatsApp Channel will be used alongside Arbor to help ensure that all families receive essential updates
through multiple communication methods. Further details on how to join the channel will be shared soon.

Welcome Meetings

Over the next few weeks, your child’s class teacher will invite you to a welcome meeting that will take
place after school. These meetings are vital as they will cover their expectations, homework, and other
aspects of your child’s curriculum. Text messages will be sent to families regarding these meetings during
the first week back.

Finally, | want to thank you for your continued support over the past 8 years. During this time, school
received the best set of academic data since records began; it has been graded outstanding by Ofsted and
become the hub of our vibrant community. The amount of progress and levels that children are attaining
in school is phenomenal. We know that children get the absolute best education in school but also get the
best support at home. It just proves that together; we can achieve excellence every day. We are excited
about the challenges we will face this year, and we know that we will face these challenges together.

Thank you for all your support and for always going the extra mile for our children and school. Let’s have a
great 2026/27

Many thanks

\ di o

Mr Tankard and all the staff at Coleridge.



