
Art 
Curriculum Design at Coleridge

“Art is not just a subject to learn, but an activity that 
you can practise with your hands, your eyes, your 

whole personality.” 

Quentin Blake, Children’s Laureate



What is our intent?

To engage, inspire and challenge pupils, 
equipping them with the knowledge and 
skills to experiment, invent and create 
their own works of art, craft and design.

To drive creativity, build resilience, 
perseverance and expression and foster a 
love of art and design 

To empower staff to feel confident in their 
delivery of our rich, bespoke art curriculum 



Designing a knowledge-rich curriculum

Artists, crafts people 
& designers, 
including those 
locally, nationally 
and globally, and 
from throughout 
history, from 
different cultures 
and religions

Tools, media & 
processes

Where they can 
access and pursue 
art beyond the 
classroom

Skills & 
techniques

QFT underpinned 
by high-quality 
CPD, 
experiences, 
real – life 
observations, 
visitors and visits 
out.



Designing a knowledge-rich curriculum



Designing a knowledge-rich curriculum
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Progressively build on 
knowledge and skills when each 
area is revisited each year.



A curriculum rooted in research

 Tom Sherrington

 https://teacherhead.com/2021/10/30/weaving-it-all-
together-9-key-threads-for-maximising-learning/

 https://teacherhead.com/2021/09/12/concrete-not-sand-
build-on-what-they-know/

 Concrete not Sand – build on what they know!
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What Is The Spiral Curriculum?

 A curriculum that returns to the same topics over time. It is 
juxtaposed to methods that involve learning something then 
moving on, perhaps never to engage with it again. When students 
re-engage with a topic repeatedly, they both consolidate prior 
knowledge in their memory and build on it over time.

 Cyclical: Students should return to the same topic several times 
throughout their school career;

 Increasing Depth: Each time a student returns to the topic it 
should be learned at a deeper level and explore more complexity;

 Prior Knowledge: A student’s prior knowledge should be utilized 
when a topic is returned to so that they build from their 
foundations rather than starting anew.



Our policy



Implementation…
INSETs – CPD for staff

 15th October – drawing & painting
 18th November – collage & printmaking
 28th January – 3d/sculpture

 25th March - textiles
 Policy – clarity and structure

 Sketchbooks to practise and refine skills and show 
clear progression across school before applying 
knowledge to final pieces



Implementation…

 Progression of skills 
document to 
provide clear 
expectations and 
subject knowledge

 Termly knowledge 
of an artist study – 
enhance Cultural 
Capital.

 Quizzes & 
knowledge 
organisers



Progression of Skills 



Artists and End Points



Example planning/slides



Floor Book – assessment, exemplification 
and moderation. 
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