
 

ART – Concept Story 

 
At Coleridge, we understand the necessity of providing children with opportunities to revisit 

previous learning, committing knowledge to their long-term memories. In order for this to 

happen in art, we have carefully considered the concepts and knowledge that children will be 

taught and how these will be revisited and built upon each year, from EYFS through to Year 6. 

How do key concepts work? 

If you compare to key concepts in science, you may teach, for example, about nutrition. Over the 

course of a key stage, you might study nutrition in different ways, the life cycle, plant nutrition, 

animal nutrition etc. If you constantly refer children back to the key concept of nutrition, they 

can see how all these different processes link together and see that, whilst very different from 

organism to organism, they all share common purposes. 

Similarly in art, the same concepts crop up repeatedly; by linking several ways in which the same 

theme has been tackled over time, we are teaching deeper understanding of art. 

What are our concepts? 

Key concepts in art are groups or categories of concrete or abstract ideas and things to create a 

deeper, shared understanding. Key concepts are like the roots of a tree - they are what the 

learning is grown from; they keep the learning upright and stable and anchor it to the ground. 

In our art curriculum, we have categorised the concepts into primary key concepts, 

supplementary key concepts and integral concepts, with the latter being referred to during 

most units of work. The formal elements of art are known as our key concepts (primary and 

supplementary) that are taught through each block of learning, across the different mediums 

being taught and developed each year: Colour, Pattern, Texture, Line, Shape, Form and Space. 

These key concepts are the formal elements of art, and are the building blocks of any work of art. 

When we analyse any work of art, we analyse these elements to see how they combine to create 

the overall effect of the artwork. Formal elements can be both practical and theoretical, and it 

isn't necessary to be able do both to understand them. When we analyse any drawing, painting, 

sculpture or design, we examine these component parts to see how they combine to create the 

overall effect of the artwork. 

These elements have a relationship to one another: 

• Most images begin their life as line drawings. 

• Lines cross over one another to form shapes. 

• Shapes can be filled with tone and colour, or repeated to create pattern. 

• A shape may be rendered with a rough surface to create a texture. 

• A shape may be projected into three dimensions to create form. 

Each of the elements may also be used individually to stress their own particular character in an 

artwork. More information on the formal elements can be found here: 

https://www.artyfactory.com/art_appreciation/visual-elements/visual-

elements.html#:~:text=The%20Visual%20Elements%20are%20Line,blocks%20of%20composition%20in%20art.&text=The%20Visual%20Elements

%20are,blocks%20of%20composition%20in%20art  

https://www.artyfactory.com/art_appreciation/visual-elements/visual-elements.html#:~:text=The%20Visual%20Elements%20are%20Line,blocks%20of%20composition%20in%20art.&text=The%20Visual%20Elements%20are,blocks%20of%20composition%20in%20art
https://www.artyfactory.com/art_appreciation/visual-elements/visual-elements.html#:~:text=The%20Visual%20Elements%20are%20Line,blocks%20of%20composition%20in%20art.&text=The%20Visual%20Elements%20are,blocks%20of%20composition%20in%20art
https://www.artyfactory.com/art_appreciation/visual-elements/visual-elements.html#:~:text=The%20Visual%20Elements%20are%20Line,blocks%20of%20composition%20in%20art.&text=The%20Visual%20Elements%20are,blocks%20of%20composition%20in%20art


The table below outlines how the primary and supplementary key concepts have been mapped 

out within our art curriculum: 

 

Block Concept Explanation 

Drawing 
 
Focus concept: Line 
 
Supplementary concept: 
Space  

Line 

Short or continuous marks made using a variety of tools. 
Line can define the edge of a contour or shape and can be 
straight, curved, broken or continuous, thick or thin. Lines 
can be used to represent texture and form by hatching and 
cross hatching. 
  

Painting 
 
Focus concept: Colour 
 
Supplementary concept: 
Shape or Line  

Colour 

We are surrounded by colour – take a look! There are three 
primary colours red, blue and yellow. They can be used to 
mix secondary colours: green, purple and orange. When 
learning about colour, we also consider tertiary colours, tints 
and tones.  
 

Printing 
 
Focus concept: Shape 
 
Supplementary concept: 
Pattern  

Shape 

Shape is created by enclosing a space using an outline. This 
includes the shape of an object or geometric pattern as well 
as the shape between objects. 
  

3D 
 
Focus concept: Form 
 
Supplementary concept: 
Space OR Texture  

Form 

The description of 3D shape, form has volume and occupies 
space, it can be regular e.g. a cube or sphere or irregular e.g. 
a stone, shell or a fir cone. 
  

Textiles 
 
Focus concept: Texture 
Supplementary concept: 
Colour  

Texture 

Texture describes how something feels, the surface quality 
of an object. Rough, smooth, hard, soft, prickly, spikey, and 
furry are all examples of how we might discuss the texture 
of an object.  
  

Collage 
 
Focus concept: Pattern  
Supplementary concept: 
Shape 

Pattern 

The arrangement of shapes, natural and man-made, 
decorative design on surface. (Zebra, tiger, daisy [petals, 
brickwork, wallpaper, wrapping paper, fabric designs, 
patterns from other cultures). 
  

 

Space 

The unlimited 3-dimensional expanse in which all objects are 
located. The distance between two points. The illusion of 
space can be created through the use of colour, tone, linear 
perspective and scale. 
  

 
 
In addition to the key concepts outlined above, we have our integral concepts, which are taught and 
referred to within the majority of art units at Coleridge. Source, style, movement & periods and themes 
are introduced from KS1; observation and reflection (along with the key concepts above) are introduced 
from Foundation Stage. An explanation of these concepts is outlined below: 



 
 

Concept Explanation 

Source 
 

A source in art & design could be an artist, designer, or craftsperson whose 
work influences or inspires the pupil. A source can also be a newspaper 
headline, a current issue, a photograph or poem, book or text that inspires 
visual thinking. Pupils should be able to identify and use sources to inform 
& inspire their artwork.  

Style  Pupils will consider, discuss and often imitate styles of artwork where 
applicable. For example, they may consider styles such as pointillism, 
monochrome, abstract, modern, pop art, cubism, surrealism, 
contemporary or graffiti, and after practice, try to replicate elements of 
these styles in their endpoints.  

Movements & 
Periods 
 

Art movements are significant groups or periods in art that have 
significantly influenced visual culture. Pupils should build their knowledge 
of the techniques, materials & processes that artists use, and the different 
ways they employ them. In KS1, pupils might begin to use the words 
‘ancient’ or ‘modern’ when discussing artwork and consider the periods in 
history when the artwork was produced. In KS2, children begin to learn 
about the history of art across the ages, making connections between 
Ancient, Traditional, Modern and Contemporary art forms.  

Themes  
 

A theme in art is the central topic, subject matter or message within the 
artwork. Some themes are universal and timeless: beauty, death, 
landscape, portraiture, or nature, for example. Some are spiritual, some 
mythical, others more abstract. Pupils will discuss different themes as they 
experience a range of artwork moving through school.  

Observation 
 

Observation is a crucial skill to develop the artist’s eye and become better 
at seeing things which are often unseen. To observe well, pupils must be 
taught the vocabulary related to what they are observing, which goes hand 
in hand with the concepts outlined above and also to the technical 
vocabulary which might be involved, as outlined on the progress model. 
For example, when analysing a painting, pupils may observe and discuss 
the colours, form, shape and pattern as well as particular brush stokes or 
styles of working.  

Reflection/Evaluation 
 

“Reflection is part of learning and thinking. We reflect in order to learn 
something, or we learn as a result of reflecting, and the term ‘reflective 
learning’ emphasises the intention to learn from current or prior 
experience” (Moon 2004) 
Children are encouraged to reflect upon and evaluate the work of others as 
well as their own artwork during every block of learning within our art 
curriculum.  

 
 


