Coleridge Primary School

At Coleridge we strive to provide
a happy, safe and welcoming
environment in which children
and adults from all cultures and
backgrounds are valued. All children
are encouraged and empowered
to succeed in their personal and
educational journey, always striving to
reach their fullest potential.

Our
Aims

We aim to:
• raise achievement and to set high expectations for all children
• provide a safe, welcoming and stimulating environment
• enable all children to achieve their potential in all subjects
• give all children access to information technology to support their
learning in all areas of the curriculum
• develop skills and attitudes which ensure high standards of
achievement in all curriculum areas
• ensure that each person has the opportunity to develop according
to their strengths and needs
• care for one other and their school environment
• promote excellent standards of behaviour
• ensure equal opportunities for all and show tolerance of others
lives and cultures
• enable the school to be integral to the local community and
respond to its changing needs

It takes a community
to raise a child
At Coleridge Primary School we aim to provide a warm and
welcoming environment, where serious work and high standards are
of prime importance. We believe that when children are taught in a
caring and stimulating environment, learning will become a pleasure
and the children will be happy.
The work done at Coleridge enables each child to develop his
or her potential intellectually, socially, morally and emotionally.
Children are encouraged to produce their best at all times, taking
pride in their work and personal appearance, resulting in excellence
in behaviour and discipline. We believe strongly in trusting children
and giving them responsibilities. We expect them to conduct
themselves sensibly and grow in independence. We frequently
talk about caring for one other, caring for the local community and
dealing appropriately with issues facing the wider world.

At Coleridge Primary our priority is to prepare children to be positive local, national
and global citizens. We provide a broad, balanced and differentiated curriculum and
have a strong support system for children with special educational needs. All staff
work hard to provide a caring school with pleasant surroundings, where all pupils can
feel happy and secure. Coleridge was built in 2006, and so benefits from a modern
building where children can learn with confidence and great pride in our learning
environments.
Success in education is a partnership between pupils, parents and teachers, which is
why at Coleridge we provide a wide variety of opportunities for parents to be involved
in our school community, from school productions to parents’ evenings. I look forward
to getting to know you and working with you over the coming years, as together we
will play our parts in shaping your child’s future into a positive one. I am confident that
the school will provide a lasting legacy of high quality education to its current pupils
and generations to come.
Should you require any further information about the school and how we can provide
a high quality education for your child, please do not hesitate to contact me. I will
always be happy to take your call.

I.Tankard
Mr Ian Tankard
Head Teacher

The Curriculum
At Coleridge we feel that children should be encouraged to maximise their potential
in all areas. We want to help students acquire new skills and knowledge, develop selfconfidence and independence and grow into inquisitive and positive individuals. We
aim to give children the best possible start in life, to prepare them for the future, not
only in education but in the rest of their lives.
Our curriculum, which fulfils the legal requirements of the current National Curriculum,
has been carefully designed in terms of breadth, balance and relevance to allow
children to learn through first hand, meaningful experiences. Educational visits are
based around our work to enhance and support your child’s learning.
Our core subjects of literacy, numeracy and science are of great importance. Very
often they are pursued in their own right, but we find that these skills can also
be incorporated into other areas of the curriculum too. All of our classrooms are
equipped with computers for children to use on a daily basis, they also have access
to laptops, iPads and Fizz Books, this allows us to use information technology across
the curriculum to enhance the learning process. We hope that a high degree of
technological capability will enable children to flourish in this rapidly changing society
and allow them to embrace the challenges of the 21st century.

“My favourite lesson
is Literacy because
I love writing”
Aliyah

All children take part in sport and games as part of the curriculum, this incorporates
a wide range of physical activities such as dance, drama, games and swimming.
The curriculum also includes history, geography, art and design technology. Our RE
curriculum is based on a broadly Christian approach where children are encouraged to
develop a caring and respectful view of other people and their beliefs. In Key Stage 2
children will also begin to study a modern foreign language where at Coleridge they
will learn to speak Spanish.
Students will also develop musical skills through listening to music, singing and
making their own percussion, and at Key Stage 2 they are given the opportunity to
learn to play a musical instrument.

Foundation
Our Foundation Stage curriculum is designed to stimulate children and to support their inbuilt drive to
play, explore and learn. When young children first come to school we encourage the idea that work is
play and play is work. Very young children who can’t read or write are able to express their ideas and
feelings through playing, which enables them to discover new things about the world, develop new
skills and build relationships with their peers.
Our Foundation Stage allows children to develop their knowledge, understanding and skills whilst
learning to respect and care for one another. They will be introduced to many elements of the
curriculum that they will explore further in Key Stage 1, including literacy and numeracy.
If you wish your child to join Coleridge Foundation Stage (Nursery) you should contact the school
office, who will make arrangements for you and your child to visit. Our nursery has 30 places and offers
children three terms prior to them starting school, nursery places are for 15 hours per week.
Children attending our nursery are not automatically allocated a place within the school. Primary school
places are allocated by the Local Authority and parents will need to apply directly to them. Children are
admitted into school at the beginning of the term in which they are 3 years old. The School’s admission
limit is 30 students.
Admission for placements for the Children’s Centre are made directly via the centre itself.

Key Stage One
To ensure a smooth transition as your child moves from the
Foundation Stage into Key Stage One, you will be invited to attend
our Year 1 consultation meeting. At this meeting staff will introduce
you to the changes your child will encounter as they move into the
main school.
Year 1 builds on the curriculum that children have experienced in
the Foundation Stage and allows them to ease into more formal
teaching. It is at this point that your child will be introduced to
the National Curriculum. We have a cross-curricular approach to
the curriculum, which is brought to life through topic work, as
well as teaching some subjects discreetly. In addition there will be
occasions when individuals or groups of children will be encouraged
to follow their own interests.
The key to successful learning is ensuring that whilst children are
being taught key skills they are also enjoying a stimulating, exciting
environment and are therefore keen to apply themselves to learning.

Key Stage
Two
Our daily routine is firmly
established in Key Stage 1 so
the transition into Key Stage 2
is almost seamless.
Children will follow the
same broad and balanced
curriculum which is enriched
by extra curricular activities.
However, at this stage there
is more concentration on
the content element of
the curriculum as well as
maintaining and reinforcing
the skills taught earlier.

Philosophy
for Children
Learning Skills
The Learning Skills Curriculum is a series of progressive skills that provide children with the tools they
need to become successful learners. It teaches children to be critical, creative, resilient, reflective,
problem solvers, effective communicators and team workers. We use a series of characters to promote
these skills and they are incorporated regularly into the classroom and into assemblies. Each week
we have a ‘special assembly’ where children from each class are nominated to receive a certificate for
displaying a particular Learning Skill characteristic.

Philosophy for Children (P4C) is incorporated across the whole school curriculum and is such an integral
part of school life that all of our classes are named after philosophers. P4C provides an education that
emphasises community, communication and intelligent enquiry; it teaches a constructive attitude to all
tasks and areas of life and we feel that it provides the foundations that will equip and prepare our students
to be empowered, confident and positive citizens of a constantly evolving and ever changing world.
P4C underpins our caring and questioning ethos, where children learn to listen to and respect one
another and challenge and explore the beliefs and values of others, as well as developing their own
views and making more deliberate and responsible judgements. It encourages children to have an
enquiring mind in all that they do and teaches them the more advanced skills needed to succeed as
readers and writers, mathematicians and scientists, geographers and historians; such as inference and
deductions, and analysing and summarising evidence.
Philosophy for Children results in confident children who are keen to share their ideas, express their
beliefs and say what they feel is right.

Keeping Healthy
Our school is part of the Healthy Schools Programme, which means
we ensure our school is an attractive, safe and healthy place in
which our students can grow and learn.

Extra Curricular
“The best thing about
Coleridge School is
that we always have
fun.” Abdullah
“We have fun playing
games to help us with
our learning.” Maria

We offer a wide range of extra curricular activities in various areas
including sports, art, music, dance and drama, alongside other
more academic based learning groups. We encourage all students
to participate in extra curricular activities as they help to build self
esteem and confidence and also give children the opportunity to
build new friendships.
As a school we take part in many out of school events, competitive
participation is promoted through the local school sports initiative,
but we are involved in various dance, drama, art and music events.
These provide exciting opportunities for students and have
culminated in some outstanding performances for parents to enjoy.
Every year we run an election campaign to give students the
opportunity to become school councillors; a representative from
each class is nominated and elected by their class peers. The
school councillors’ term of office lasts a year and they hold regular
meetings where they lead the agenda and work to impact positively
on a variety of areas of school life.

Part of this involves promoting good eating habits; we have an excellent school meals service so
children can enjoy a nutritious and balanced hot or cold meal at lunchtime. We guide our children
through their first dinner experience and find they soon learn the skills of independent eating.
Children in Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 receive a free piece of fruit each day. In Key Stage 2, we
encourage parents to give their child a piece of fruit for them to eat at morning playtime.
We encourage our children to drink plenty of water and we have
drinking water readily available throughout the school. Until they
are five years old children receive a free carton of milk. We strongly
recommend milk for all children, as part of a healthy diet, so if you
would like your child to continue having milk after this time, you
may order and pay for it at your child’s classroom.
Exercise and a healthy lifestyle are encouraged through a full
programme of games and PE. In addition, children are encouraged
to participate in extra curricular sporting activities, including
football, mat-ball, cricket, rounders and swimming. School teams
also participate in local and inter-school sports competitions.

“Everything makes Coleridge so special. I just love it and i’ll be
really upset when I leave at the end of Year 6.” Gradi

Rewards

Getting Involved
Governors

Reinforcing positive behaviour is of vital
importance throughout a child’s education, so
we ensure that we praise and reward pupils in a
variety of ways. This can include verbally praising
a child, giving out reward stickers and displaying
work in the classroom or around school or by
showing it to other teachers or the head teacher.
We also share work in special assemblies to
reinforce the value and praise of a child’s efforts.
Good behaviour is also rewarded every week by
‘Golden Time’ in which pupils can take part in
an enjoyable activity or project. This can include
joining the school choir, taking part in a craft
based activity, baking, playing sports or sharing
a book or board game with the class teacher. The
activity is chosen by the pupils and Golden Time
is a time the children work hard to earn.
Children may also lose minutes from Golden
Time if, after a verbal warning, they continue to
misbehave.
Parents are always contacted and informed
of their child’s behaviour; it is essential for
teachers and parents to work together to achieve
understanding and mutual support when dealing
with a child’s behaviour.

At Coleridge Primary we understand that a child’s education takes
place not only at school, but at home, which is why it is integral
for teachers and parents to work together. There are various
occasions in school when parents are welcome to come in and help,
whether that is to support staff on an educational visit or attending
school events. We operate an open-door policy and parents are
encouraged to come and see what happens in school on a regular
basis.
Formal opportunities to discuss your child’s work, attitude, progress
and achievements are arranged, on an individual appointment
system, at least twice a year. Informal opportunities arise more
frequently throughout the year, we also have additional special
events from time to time that enable us to share the efforts of your
children. At the end of each year parents are also provided with a
Record of Achievement for their child.
Class teachers are more than happy to discuss any issues or
concerns you have, but if you feel that the nature of your enquiry
is such that you wish to see the Head Teacher or a member of the
senior team then an appointment can be made at the school office.
If your concern is of a serious nature and you believe it may impact
on the safety of a child then please do not hesitate to call the school
office and ask to speak to someone. There is always someone on
hand to help.

Our Governing Body
includes representatives from
teaching staff, support staff,
parents and members of the
community. Their purpose is
to promote high standards
of educational achievements
and offer advice and support.
Meetings take place at least
once a term, in which the
board will receive a report
from the Head Teacher and
discuss matters related to
staffing, finance, curriculum,
community and environment.
The Chair of Governors is
elected annually during
the Autumn Term by the
Board. Opportunities may
arise throughout the year
to join our governing body
as a parent or community
governor. We also have a
parent council group who
come together to contribute
to the direction of the school.

Safety
Bullying

Keeping children safe at all times is our priority. Rules and policies
are a necessary part of school life to ensure everyone within the
school community is safe. To ensure the safety of our students
all staff, volunteers and Governors are required to have a current
Criminal Record Bureau (CRB) check completed before they work
with children in school.

At Coleridge we pride ourselves on providing a welcoming and
safe place for all; we believe every child has the right to enjoy their
learning and leisure time. Any form of bullying is unacceptable
and has no place in our school. We take any suggestion of bullying
very seriously; all incidents are investigated and recorded and
appropriate action is taken in line with our policies.
Children are encouraged to help and support each other and to tell
an adult, at school or at home, about any instances of bullying or if
something is upsetting them.

Inclusion
We are very proud of our reputation as an inclusive school. We
welcome all pupils and celebrate diversity. We aim to give all
children the best start in their education so we work closely with
parents to help children overcome any challenges they may have.

Awards
We have been awarded the
following school achievement
awards:
• Healthy School Status
• Basic Skills Active Mark
• Travel Plan
• NAPTA Centre of Excellence
• GARP
• Food for Life Flagship School.

Our school building, which was built in 2006, is designed in a way
to accommodate children of all ages, including children with any
disabilities. We have a sensory room which contains fibre optic light
tubes with colour changing bubbles and sparkly lit walls. We play
soothing music and project moving images and colours onto the
walls and ceiling.
The sensory environment has several functions. It can be used
to reduce distractions for pupils who need time out to regain
their composure and self control and for other pupils, particularly
children with autistic tendencies, it is used to facilitate engagement,
interaction and communication. For others, it is just a nice relaxing
space to enjoy a story or a piece of music.

School Uniform
At Coleridge Primary we encourage our children to take pride in everything they do, including their
appearance which is why we have a school uniform. We ask parents and carers to support us in
implementing this dress code.
Our uniform comprises of a jade green sweatshirt or cardigan, a white polo shirt and either black or
grey trousers or a skirt or pinafore dress for girls. For safety reasons we ask that children wear sensible
shoes, not flip flops or shoes with a high heel. Please ensure that all items of clothing, including coats
and shoes, are labelled with your child’s name.
For PE activities we ask that children wear black shorts, a white t-shirt and plimsolls or trainers. For
outdoor PE in colder weather, tracksuit bottoms and sweatshirt are required, these should be kept in a
small drawstring bag. If your child has long hair please ensure that they have a bobble to tie it back.
For your convenience items of uniform with the school logo on them, including fleeces, polo shirts and
sweatshirts, are available to order through school, alternatively these can be purchased through local
suppliers including Jonny Ds (near Rotherham market) and Pinders (In Rotherham interchange bus station).
We would discourage children from wearing jewellery in school to prevent loss, damage or injury.
However if children have pierced ears we ask that only studs are worn. All jewellery, including stud
earrings, must be removed before PE, swimming and any other sports or games activities.

“Coleridge School is special because the teachers make you
feel welcome and appreciated. Also you can make lots of
friends. The school is like a family.” Tyler

School Times
The morning session begins at 8.50am so we ask
that children arrive at school at 8.45am to give
them time to settle before the start of the day.
Foundation Stage lunch is from 11.30am 12.30pm
Year 1 and 2 lunch is from 12.00pm - 12.40pm
Year 3 and 4 Lunch is from 12.00pm - 1.00pm
Year 5 and 6 Lunch is from 12.00pm - 1.00pm
The school day ends at 3.00pm.

Foundation 1 Sessions are from 8.45am to
11.45am in the morning and 12.00pm to 3.00pm
in the afternoon.

Visit
www.coleridgeprimary.org

Call
01709 828 988

Email
enquiries@coleridgeprimary.org

Coleridge Primary School, Coleridge Road, Rotherham S65 1LW

